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The Tuscan-inspired Monarch Beach Resort reopened its door in 2016 after the year-long completion of a $40 million 
comprehensive renovation that introduces guests to a reimagined luxury resort destination.  Monarch Beach Resort, Orange 
County, California, is an AAA Five-Diamond awarded luxury resort recognized among the best in the world.

The hotel debuted the region’s first Miraval Life in Balance Spa – designed to awaken the senses, create balance and 
promote a sense of well-being.

Few resorts can boast such a beautiful location or breathtaking views and even fewer still can claim a level of uncompromising 
and extraordinary service that anticipates your every need.  Enjoy the rich amenities including 18-hole oceanfront golf 
course with panoramic views; the private Monarch Bay Club, nestled along one of the most exclusive beaches in Southern 
California; the epicurean experiences created by award-winning chef Michael Mina; and relax at one of the new infinity-edge 
pools dedicated to sunning and lounging.

Each year the DCA Annual Convention brings together several hundred contractor and associate members in a relaxed yet 
business-oriented environment.  The convention is not only the major governance meeting of the year, it includes the full 
spectrum of committee meetings to plan the future direction of DCA and discuss new programs.  It is also the time when 
the DCA – Dale Michels and Curtis Allen Scholarships are presented along with the Arthur T. Everham Safety Awards. We will 
also have an outstanding list of speakers who will inform, educate and inspire.

When the day’s work is done, there will be many opportunities to explore the beauty and fun of the southern California 
experience. 
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REGISTRATION & HOUSING
Registration Information
Register and arrange housing on the DCA web site at:  www.dcaweb.org

Registration Fee: $2300 (single or couple)         After February 1, 2018:   $2700 

Hotel Accommodations Rates
Single/Double:  $359          Deluxe Studio Suite:    $549           (plus applicable taxes)

A resort fee $18 per room per night will be applied. Reservations made after February 1, 2018 are confirmed on a space available basis.  
Group room rates extend to 3 days prior and post the convention dates based on availability.  

Booking Hotel Accommodations
Reservations can be made through the DCA portal on the Monarch Beach Resort web site:  
www.monarchbeachresort.com/2018-dca-annual-convention

Reservations can also be made by phoning the hotel at:  (800) 722-1543 or (949) 234-3460.

When placing a reservation be sure to identify yourself as participating in the DCA Convention.

A deposit equal to the first night of the reservation is required upon booking. Deposits are refundable if cancellation is received  
30 days or more prior to the reservation arrival date.  

Reservation cut-off date: February 1, 2018.  Reservations after this date will be made on a space available basis. 
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Tournament play will be held at the Monarch Beach Golf Links located at the Monarch Beach Resort 
Wednesday afternoon. Shotgun start will be at 12:00 pm.

Few California golf resort experiences can match the blend of stunning natural beauty and 
the variety of challenges presented at Monarch Beach Golf Links. Set along the dramatic bluffs 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean in Southern California, master golf architect Robert Trent Jones Jr., 
has fashioned a one-of-a-kind golf course design – challenging and fair with sweeping views of the 
sea and beyond, the par-70 championship resort golf course offers an unending variety of play.

Inclusive Price:  $315   Club Rental: $85 

DCA Golf Tournament 
Wednesday, February 28

Optional Activity
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CONVENTION SPEAKERS

Alan Mayberry is Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety for The Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and is the senior federal career official leading 
pipeline safety in the United States. He oversees the comprehensive national oversight 
program for pipelines delivering hazardous liquids, natural gas and other products throughout 
the 2.7-million-mile transportation network, and delivering two thirds of the energy consumed. 
Alan has over 34 years of experience in the energy industry, equally divided between pipeline 
operations and design engineering. Alan was initially appointed to the Senior Executive Service 
in 2010, when he was appointed  PHMSA’s Deputy Associate Administrator.

Business Session
Monday, February 27
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

Alan Mayberry
Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety, PHMSA
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Mike Rowe is a media personality primar-
ily known for creating and starring in the  
series Dirty Jobs, Somebody’s Gotta Do It, and 
Returning the Favor. 

In 2008, Rowe launched a website, mikerowe-
WORKS.com, which is focused on the decline 
in the blue-collar trades and the crumbling 
state of the infrastructure. A trade resource 
center has been launched and provides infor-
mation, resources, and forums for people in-
terested in learning about or pursuing a career 
in the trades.

The mikeroweWORKS Foundation started the 
Profoundly Disconnected® campaign to chal-
lenge the absurd belief that a four-year degree 
is the only path to success. The skills gap is 
here, and if we don’t close it, it’ll swallow us 
all.

Rowe describes himself as a cheerleader for 
both blue-collar workers and white-collar 
workers, hoping to promote individual initia-
tive and positive thinking throughout the U.S. 
economy.

Opening Keynote Breakfast
Tuesday, February 27
8:00 am – 10:15 am

Mike Rowe  
Dirty Jobs, mikeroweWORKS.com
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SkillsUSA’s mission is to empower its 
members to become world-class work-
ers, leaders and responsible American 
Citizens. 

Having been involved with SkillsUSA for 
most of his life, Tim Lawrence firmly be-
lieves that being involved in technical 
education and joining SkillsUSA in high 
school set his course for a successful 

future. He worked in both  labor and management positions in the 
manufacturing industry for nine years while continuing his educa-
tion,  graduating Magna Cum Laude from James Madison University 
with a degree in Administration and Training. 

In this position, Tim feels he works for the students and teachers of 
America’s technical education system.  He also feels a strong alli-
ance between DCA & SkillsUSA is good for DCA member companies 
and the SkillsUSA students it supports.

Kechi Okwuchi is the beautiful person-
ification of faith and strength who has 
a voice of an angel. She was also one 
of the 2017 finalists on America’s Got 
Talent. But before she was an accom-
plished student and singer, tragedy 
struck. Kechi is one of two survivors 
from a plane crash in Nigeria that killed 
her fellow classmates. With her body 
covered in burns and a long road of 

 recovery, Kechi used music as an escape. The plane crash claimed 
the lives of 107 passengers in 2005. She has had over 100 surgeries 
as a result of the burns she suffered on over 65 percent of her body 
from the crash. 

Kechi will inspire us with her story and delight us with her beautiful 
and extraordinary voice. She tells all who will hear her “What hap-
pened to me was horrible. But I refuse to let it define me. Instead, I 
draw strength from it.”

Workforce Development Meeting
Tuesday, February 27
10:30 am – 12:00 pm 

Group Breakfast
Wednesday, February 28
8:00 am – 9:45 am 

Tim Lawrence
Executive Director SkillsUSA

Kechi Okwuchi
Angels Among Us
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EVENING EVENTS

Mission San Juan Capistrano, established in 1776, is a California landmark and cultural 
icon as a destination for travelers and the faithful from all over the world. Known as the 
home for its world-famous swallows, the Mission was founded in faith and continues 
today to serve as a reminder of the past, a destination for learning and a place where 
life-long memories are made.

The DCA opening reception and dinner will be held on the grounds of the Mission. 
During the evening, you may explore the legacy of Saint Serra as well as the Mission’s 
current and former church buildings that have stood from 1782 to the present day. 
Also, stroll through the beautiful gardens within the walls of the Mission. 

Attire: California Evening Casual

Monday, February 27 
Welcome Reception & Dinner 
7:00 pm

Mission San Juan Capistrano 
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The evening will start with a Pre-Auction Dinner Buffet allowing time 
to view silent and live auction items on display.  

When the auction begins be prepared to hold your paddle high be-
fore the gavel goes down on your favorite or much needed auction 
item.  It is a fun and fast paced event which includes online bidding 
for the silent auction items.

Funds raised will go to scholarships and other DCA activities.

Tuesday, February 27
Pre-Auction Buffet and Auction
6:00 pm
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Take your moment in the spotlight!  Walk down the red carpet and be 
part of the celebration and biggest movie party on the planet – Prelude 
to the Oscars.  

Toast with champagne, dine on a specially prepared dinner by the 
executive chef and dance the night away.  The DCA Prelude to the 
Oscars final night party will be one for the ages. 

Attire: Black Tie

Thursday, March 1
President’s Reception & Dinner
7:00 pm
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This unique walking tour will give you a one-of-a-kind glimpse at 
the oftentimes missed hidden treasures of Laguna Beach. Explore 
the sights, sounds and tastes of this world-famous arts community. 
Guides who live and worked in Laguna will lead the tour, introduc-
ing you to the culture and history of Laguna as you venture on foot 
to various landmarks, historic sites and local eateries including the 
smallest Cathedral in the world, Laguna Wine & Coffee, world class 
art galleries, the Lumberyard Restaurant, Dolce Gelato, and many 
other shops and landmarks! Transfer time: 15 minutes

*Activities are optional. Attire for an activity is generally daytime casual with appropriate footwear for the activity. On water sport activities such as kayaking and sailing, be prepared to get wet.

Laguna Beach Historic & Culture  
Walking tour 
Monday, February 26
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm 
Price: $160

OFF-SITE ACTIVITIES
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Tspoons is unique cooking school located in downtown San 
Juan Capistrano. You will participate in hands-on cooking 
classes where you are actually doing the cooking . . . and the 
best part: you get to eat what you cook! You’ll learn essential 
skills and techniques and receive hands-on instruction from the 
professional chef instructors.  All of the prep work is done ahead 
of time, so you can truly focus on the art of cooking, plus the 
chef instructors will be there to provide personal attention and 
guidance. Once the cooking is done, each course is plated and 
served by the chefs, giving you a chance to relax and truly enjoy 
the fruits of your labor. Transfer time: 15 minutes

Explore the pristine coastal trails of Orange County with a guided 
interpretive hike through Laguna’s 17,000 acres of protected 
wilderness. Designated as a wildlife sanctuary, many rare and 
endangered plants and animals make this park their home. 
Guides will speak about the delicate ecosystem and the native 
flora and fauna. On the route, you will see ancient sycamore and 
oaks, coastal sage, rabbit and coyote tracks, dozens of avian 
species, elderberry trees, and some commanding ocean and 
canyon views. Transfer time: 15 minutes

Cooking Class Historic San Juan Capistrano

Laguna Beach Scenic Hike

Monday, February 26
1:15 pm - 5:00 pm 
Price: $225

Monday, February 26
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm 
Price: $145
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Experience an unforgettable day at sea aboard this state-of-the-art, 
63-ft. vessel. You will have an up close and personal look at some of 
the ocean’s most beautiful and playful creatures. The waters right 
outside of Dana Point Harbor are flourishing with sea life including 
whales, dolphin, harbor seals, and California sea lions.

Dolphins native to the Pacific Coastline are usually spotted within 
minutes of leaving the harbor. Fun Fact: the dolphin population off 
Laguna’s coast exceeds more than that of Florida, Hawaii and the 
Caribbean combined! And if the dolphins weren’t exciting enough, 
Orange County visitors are treated to whale watching year-round. 
Over 25,000 giant grey whales migrate annually along the coast 
from December through April.  Transfer time: 15 minutes

Cruise a short distance from Dana Point Harbor, drop anchor, cast 
your line and wait for the big one to bite.  Whether you are a novice 
or seasoned fisherman, you will enjoy the thrill of deep sea fishing.   
Knowledgeable crew and expert skippers are eager to assist you all 
through the process. 

Catch of the day in February include white sea bass, halibut, variety 
of bass sharks, rock fish (cod).  You never know what you might reel 
in and that is part of the magic of fishing! 
Transfer time: 15 Minutes

Dolphin & Whale Expedition

Sport Fishing Dana Point

Tuesday, February 27
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm 
Price: $175

Tuesday, February 27
1:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Price: $265
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Cruising the Orange County coast line was never easier or more 
fun and that is where the Pedego Electric Bicycle comes in.  A 
Pedego has a small box above the rear wheel; that’s the motor, 
built into the hub of the rear wheel. Since it is a bicycle, you can 
cruise the extensive bike trails and boardwalks but with a electric 
motor it helps out on hills and head winds.

You will experience a one of a kind route that will take you through 
scenic Corona Del Mar towards Balboa. The ferry will take you 
over to the Balboa Peninsula where you can stop at a local beach 
stand for a delicious milkshake and peddle around the Fun Zone 
and Boardwalk. Transfer time: 30 minutes

Take a walking historical and food tasting tour of San Juan 
Capistrano. This quaint city is rich in history, culture and great 
food! It will be a fun and informative tour of this lovely little town, 
which will include a stroll down the Los Rios District, California’s 
oldest continuously lived-in neighborhood. Visit the Montanez 
Adobe, the Santa Fe Depot and the Los Rios Park with its historic 
wall photos and California native plantings, in addition to 
enjoying tasty treats along the way.

After the tour, you will partake in an exciting wine blending 
activity, where you will become an expert wine maker, creating 
your own custom blends tailored to your palette. This is a fun 
afternoon exploring historic San Juan Capistrano and learning 
something new! Transfer time: 15 minutes

Pedgeo – Electric Bikes 

Flavors of San Juan Capistrano  

Tuesday, February 27
1:30 pm - 5:30 pm 
Price: $215

Wednesday, February 28
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Price: $175 
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Experience Laguna Beach the way it was meant to be – from the 
coastline, where nature performs daily. Along the route immerse 
yourself in the eco-systems of the Pacific, as you travel through 
Laguna’s hidden coves and beautiful beaches. You will pass over 
kelp forests, home to hidden reefs where bright orange Garibaldi 
fish swim just beneath you, and giant Starfish can be spotted. Get 
up close and personal with Sea Lions which gather on the rocks 
just outside the launch point.

It is a great way to experience the splendor of the Pacific. There’s no 
way to get closer to the reefs, secluded beaches, tide pools and sea 
life. You’ll also see some magnificent beachfront homes.
Transfer time: 15 minutes

Laguna Beach is best known as an artistic and quaint village 
community, home to nearly one-hundred art galleries and one-of-
a-kind shops and boutiques. This tour provides you with an inside 
look at a handful of local artists in their private working studios. 
Many of these artists have won prestigious awards and you will see 
their latest work as well as the processes and tools used for their 
inspiration. Enjoy contemporary, abstract and figurative art, mixed 
media, sculpted glass jewelry, bronze sculptures and more.

Some of the stops will include the opportunity to speak with the 
artist and watch them work – as well as purchase original creations.
Transfer time: 15 minutes

Ocean Kayaking

Art Walk Laguna Beach 

Wednesday, February 28
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Price: $230

Wednesday, February 28 
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Price: $125

18



This truly unique experience allows us to sail along the Golden 
Coast on a historic vintage schooner. This 82’ schooner was built 
from the imagination of the legendary American boat designer 
John Alden. Built to fly, she won many races up and down the 
East Coast in the 20’s and 30’s.

Dana Point finds its historical roots in sailing, when Richard 
 Henry Dana sailed from Boston to California in 1834. Dana called 
this area “the most romantic spot on the California Coast.” Today, 
thousands of sailing enthusiasts enjoy the same coastline, con-
tinuing a tradition long established since the 1800′s. 

An afternoon of sailing while taking in the crisp ocean air is sure to 
revive and refresh everyone on board. Transfer time: 15 minutes

Situated on nine rolling acres in Yorba Linda, California, the 
Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace offers visitors an insider’s 
glimpse into the events, people and world that shaped, and were 
shaped by, the 37th President. In the 52,000-square foot main 
gallery, you will come in contact with a variety of presidential 
memorabilia such as, the facsimile engraving of the original 
Declaration of Independence and an authentic 12-foot high 
section of the historic and once formidable Berlin Wall. 
Transfer time: 40 minutes

Sailing on a Vintage Schooner

Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace

Thursday, March 1 
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Price:  $170

Thursday, March 1 
1:00 pm – 5:30 pm 
Price: $140
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Sunday, February 25 Member Spouse 
or Guest

Attire

9:00 am - 9:30 am Executive Committee Closed session of the Executive Committee Closed Resort Casual

9:30 am - 11:00 am Board of Directors Closed session of the Board of Directors Closed Resort Casual

9:30 am - 12:00 pm Board & Leadership Council Spouse Activity Activity for the Board of Director and Leadership Council spouses  
(off property)

by 
invitation

Board 
Spouses

Resort Casual 

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Leadership Council joins Board Closed session of the Board and Leadership Council Closed Resort Casual

12:15 pm - 2:00 pm Leadership Lunch Private lunch for Board, Leadership Council and their spouses  
(off property)

by 
invitation

by 
invitation

Resort Casual 

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Registration Party Register for the convention. Enjoy catching up with old friends and meet 
new ones 

✓ ✓ Resort Casual

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Past Presidents’ Meeting Closed meeting of DCA Past Presidents  Closed Resort Casual 

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm Past Presidents’ Dinner Past Presidents gather for dinner by 
invitation

by  
invitation

Evening Attire  (Coat & Tie)  

Monday, February 26

7:00 am - 9:00 am 3 Mile Walk/Run Open to all . . . Run, walk, or just enjoy a morning stroll with friends ✓ ✓ Athletic Attire

8:00 am - 9:00 am Curtis Allen Scholarship Committee The committee will meet to choose the scholarship recipients Closed Resort Casual

8:00 am - 9:00 am LiUNA/DCA Trust Meeting Closed meeting of the trustees Closed Resort Casual

9:15 am - 10:15 am DCA-Dale R. Michels Scholarship Committee The committee will meet to choose the scholarship recipients Closed Resort Casual

9:15 am - 10:15 am NDPIC & PF Trustees Closed meeting of the trustees Closed Resort Casual

10:30 am - 11:00 am Membership Committee Membership initiatives in current and future years ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

11:30 am - 12:45 pm First Time Attendees Orientation Lunch First time DCA Convention attendees are invited to lunch with the Board 
of Directors & Leadership Council

by 
invitation

by 
invitation

Resort Casual

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Business Session Speaker: Alan Mayberry ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

1:15 pm - 5:00 pm Cooking Class Historic San Juan Capistrano Optional Activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:30 pm - 5:00 pm Laguna Beach Historic & Culture  
Walking tour

Optional Activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:30 pm - 5:00 pm Laguna Beach Scenic Hike Optional Activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

*Prior to registering for optional activities, please carefully refer to the open committee meeting schedule
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Monday, February 26
(cont.)

Member Spouse 
or Guest

Attire

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm HDD Committee HDD issues and industry conferences will be the focus ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm Safety/Risk Management Committee A focus on safety issues and annual awards including the Everham, 
Safety Director and Safety Person

✓ ✓ Resort Casual

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm World Federation Meeting Closed Resort Casual

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm Welcome Reception & Dinner An evening in San Juan Capistrano ✓ ✓ Evening Attire  
( jacket not required)   

Tuesday, February 27

8:00 am - 10:15 am Opening Keynote Breakfast Keynote Speaker: Mike Rowe ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

10:30 am - 12:00 pm Town Hall & Workforce Development “State of the Association” and an open dialogue with DCA leadership 
Workforce Development Speaker:  Tim Lawrence

✓ ✓ Resort Casual

12:15 pm - 1:15 pm Contractor Member Meeting DCA Contractors will vote on the 2018 slate of officers ✓ Resort Casual

12:15 pm - 1:15 pm Associate Member Meeting The Associate Members will vote on Associate Member Director ✓ Resort Casual

1:30 pm - 5:00 pm Dolphin & Whale Expedition Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:30 pm - 5:30 pm Sport Fishing Dana Point Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:30 pm - 5:30 pm Pedgeo – Electric Bikes Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Pre Auction Buffet Live and Silent Auction items will be on display while you enjoy a buffet 
dinner

✓ ✓ Resort Casual

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm Annual Auction The auction is a fun and fast paced evening. Funds raised go to scholar-
ships and other DCA activities

✓ ✓ Resort Casual

Wednesday, February 28

8:00 am - 9:45 am Group Breakfast Presenter: Kechi Okwuchi ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

10:00 am - 11:00 am Government Relations Committee Discussion regarding regulatory and legislative items pertaining to the 
construction industry

✓ ✓ Resort Casual

11:30 am - 5:00 pm Golf Classic Monarch Beach Links ✓ ✓ Proper Golf Attire

1:00 pm - 4:30 pm Flavors of San Juan Capistrano Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:30 pm - 4:30 pm  Ocean Kayaking Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:30 pm - 4:30 pm  Art Walk Laguna Beach Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

Evening Free Night This evening is “on-your-own”. Gather some friends, pick a restaurant and 
have a wonderful evening

✓ ✓ Resort Casual
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Thursday, March 1 Member Spouse 
or Guest

Attire

8:00 am - 10:00 am Closing Keynote Breakfast ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

10:30 am - 11:45 am 2018 Board of Directors Meeting Newly elected 2018 DCA Board of Directors have their first meeting Closed Resort Casual

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Sailing on a Vintage Schooner Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

1:00 pm - 5:30 pm Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace Optional activity ✓ ✓ See Brochure

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm President’s Reception Come celebrate the conclusion of the convention ✓ ✓ Black Tie Evening Attire  
 

8:00 pm - 11:00 pm President’s Dinner The annual convention will wrap up with a festive evening of dinner and 
dance at the Monarch Beach Resort 

✓ ✓ Black Tie Evening Attire  

Friday, March 2

8:00 am - 10:30 am Farewell Breakfast A chance to say farewell to old and new friends ✓ ✓ Resort Casual

PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (cont.)

101 West Renner Road, Suite 460
Richardson, Texas 75082

Phone:  (972) 680-0261
Email:    events@dcaweb.org

www.dcaweb.org

DISTRIBUTION CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
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